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Kwame Nkrumah University of Science                                	                            Kumasi Centre for Collaborative                            
                  and Technology 				                           Research in Tropical Medicine


VACANCY NOTICE – RESEARCH ASSISTANT
The management of the Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research into Tropical Medicine (KCCR), together with the Skin Neglected Tropical Diseases (Skin NTDs) Research Group, is looking for a Research Assistant to support the Nutrition and Infection arm of the group's research in the Meta_BU study.
More information on the skin NTDs Research Group can be found at the link below
 : https://kccr-ghana.org/research-impact/research-groups/skin-ntds-buruli-ulcer/
The Meta_BU study (Nutritional Metabolic Determinants of Skin Tissue in Buruli Ulcer Progression and Recovery) will investigate how nutritional metabolism and environmental enteric dysfunction (EED) influence BU susceptibility, progression, and recovery, integrating high-resolution metabolomics, EED biomarkers, wound biology, and climate data.
The post-holder will support field, clinical, and laboratory activities for the Meta_BU study, including participant recruitment, clinical and dietary data collection, and biological sample handling. Working within a multidisciplinary research team, the post-holder will contribute to achieving study objectives and will be accountable to the Principal Investigator (PI), the research team, and the management of KCCR.
	Main Responsibilities/Activities

	1. Support participant recruitment, screening, and the informed consent process for BU cases and controls at study sites 
1. Assist with clinical and anthropometric data collection at scheduled study time 
1. Support administration of dietary assessment tools, including food frequency questionnaires (FFQ) and 24-hour dietary recalls.
1. Assist clinical staff with the collection of blood, stool, and wound exudate samples during routine dressing changes, following good clinical and laboratory practice.
1. Support correct field processing, labelling, aliquoting, and storage of biological samples according to study SOPs (e.g., immediate metaphosphoric acid acidification of vitamin C samples), ensuring sample integrity for downstream metabolomics and biomarker analysis.
1. Support laboratory work with sample preparation for metabolomic profiling (LC-MS/LC-MS/MS) and elemental analysis (ICP-MS), and with EED biomarker assays (ELISA).
1. Assist with basic data entry, cleaning, and accurate record-keeping using Microsoft Office and simple statistical software
1. Comply with ethical guidelines, Good Clinical Practice (GCP), and Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) at all times.
1. Support the wider study team with any other duties reasonably required for the successful delivery of the Meta_BU study.



QUALIFICATIONS/PERSON SPECIFICATIONS
The post holder should have the following: (M = Mandatory; E = Essential; D = Desirable)
1. Bachelor's degree in Biological Sciences, Biochemistry, or a related life science discipline (M)
1. Demonstrable experience in clinical research field activities, such as participant recruitment, consenting, and data collection (M)
1. Nutrition research skills, including familiarity with dietary assessment tools (e.g., FFQ, 24-hour recall) (E)
1. Good understanding of, or willingness to be trained in, biological sample collection, handling, and storage under good clinical and laboratory practice (E)
1. Basic computer literacy, including data entry and Microsoft Office (E)
1. Basic working knowledge of R or Stata for data entry, cleaning, and simple analysis (E)
1. Good organisational skills, attention to detail, and accurate record-keeping (E)
1. Strong interpersonal and communication skills, with the ability to engage respectfully with rural and community participants (E)
1. Willingness to travel regularly to rural study sites (E)
1. Ability to carry out routine tasks with minimal supervision once trained (E)
1. Prior experience with sample processing for metabolomics research (e.g., plasma/serum processing, aliquoting, cold-chain handling) (D)
1. Prior experience working on a Buruli ulcer, neglected tropical disease, or nutrition-related research project (D)
1. Familiarity with GIS, climate data, or basic bioinformatics tools (D)
The contract will be for a period of 12 months (renewable, subject to satisfactory performance and continued project funding).
Expected starting date: October 2026
MODE OF APPLICATION
Interested persons should send their applications addressed to the Ag. Deputy Director of Administration, KCCR, KNUST, Kumasi, including their CV, a motivation letter, copies of certificates, academic transcripts, and two reference letters, and email them to info@kccr.de  copying a.loglo@kccr.de 
Closing Date: 31.08.2026. Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted. For further information on the position, please contact Dr Aloysius Dzigbordi Loglo, Principal Investigator, Meta_BU study: a.loglo@kccr.de
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