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VACANCY NOTICE – Molecular Laboratory Scientist (1)
The management of the Kumasi Centre for Collaborative Research into Tropical Medicine (KCCR) together with the Infectious Disease Epidemiology Research Group at KCCR is looking for a Molecular Laboratory Scientist.

The goal of the research group is to investigate diseases causing fevers in new-born and young children in order to provide guidance to reduce the burden of these diseases in Ghana and beyond. For more information, visit our webpage: https://kccr-ghana.org/research-impact/research-groups-projects/paediatric-fevers/.

The post-holder will support molecular diagnostic and research activities by conducting routine molecular assays, developing and optimising molecular methods, and generating high-quality experimental data and technical reports to support laboratory and research activities. Working within a multidisciplinary research team, the post-holder will contribute to achieving laboratory and research objectives and will be accountable to the Principal Investigator (PI), the research team, and the management of KCCR.

	Main Responsibilities/Activities

	· Perform routine molecular biology assays, including:
· Nucleic acid (DNA/RNA) extraction
· Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)
· Amplicon sequencing
· Whole-genome sequencing (WGS)
· Fragment analysis
· Ensure all laboratory procedures are conducted in accordance with established protocols, quality standards, and laboratory safety guidelines.
· Design, develop, validate, and optimise new molecular assays to improve laboratory capabilities and meet research or diagnostic needs.
· Troubleshoot assay performance and implement improvements to enhance accuracy, sensitivity, and reproducibility.
· Analyse experimental data and maintain accurate laboratory records.
· Prepare technical reports summarising experimental procedures, results, and conclusions.
· Contribute to the maintenance and organisation of laboratory equipment, reagents, and consumables.
· Collaborate with laboratory staff and researchers to support ongoing projects and ensure timely completion of assigned tasks.
· [bookmark: key-responsibilities]Maintain compliance with institutional quality assurance and biosafety requirements.



QUALIFICATIONS/PERSON SPECIFICATIONS

The Post holder should have the following: (M = mandatory; E = Essential; D = Desirable)
· Bachelor’s degree or higher in Molecular Biology, Biomedical Science, Biotechnology, Genetics, Biochemistry, or a related life science discipline (M)
· At least one-year experience in molecular laboratory techniques after obtaining of BSc degree. (E)
· Proficiency in nucleic acid extraction and PCR-based methods.(E)
· Knowledge of laboratory quality management systems (e.g. Good Laboratory Practice) (E)
· Experience in assay development, optimisation, and troubleshooting. (E)
· Strong analytical and problem-solving skills. (E)
· Excellent documentation and scientific report-writing skills. (E)
· Good organisational and time-management abilities. (E)
· [bookmark: required-skills-and-experience][bookmark: _Hlk235546065]Ability to work independently as well as collaboratively within a multidisciplinary team. (E)
· Experience working in a clinical, diagnostic, or research molecular laboratory. (D)
· 
· Experience with next-generation sequencing workflows, including amplicon sequencing and whole-genome sequencing. (D)
· Familiarity with fragment analysis techniques.(D)
· [bookmark: desirable-qualifications]Familiarity with molecular data analysis and bioinformatics tools. (D)
The contract will be for a period of 12 months (renewable).
Expected starting date: September 2026

MODE OF APPLICATION

Interested persons should send their applications addressed to The Ag. Deputy Director of Administration, KCCR, KNUST, Kumasi including their CV, a motivation letter, copies of certificates, academic transcripts and two reference letters and email them to: info@kccr.de and copy to ja.kwarteng@kccr.de, oseimensa@kccr.de
Closing Date: 31 July, 2026. Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted. For further information on the position, please contact Eva Puorideme: e.puorideme@kccr.de or James Osei Mensa: oseimensa@kccr.de.
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